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Nail Your Audition Before You Walk in the Door 

Written by: Amelia Mohr 

Proposed Publication: The Dramatist Magazine 

Lights! Camera! Nerves! 

Auditions may appear to be a formidable obstacle to an aspiring thespian, but they don’t 

have to be daunting. No matter how talented an actor or actress you may be, the key to a 

successful audition is proper preparation in order to demonstrate that you are 

somebody the director wants to work with. Kill your nerves with confidence by following 

these preparation tips, useful for any play audition. 

1. Do your research. Read the play you are auditioning for. Sometimes you cannot 

get ahold of the script, as is the case with original plays, but get as much information 

as you can. Be familiar with the work so you can choose an appropriate monologue. 

2. Choose a monologue that compliments the play. Don’t bring in a piece 

from August: Osage County if you are auditioning for A Midsummer Night’s 
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Dream. Choose a different piece from the same playwright, or one written in a 

similar time period, or one that is the same genre. 

3. Keep a specific character in mind. Find a monologue that demonstrates 

why you are the best actor/actress for that role in the show. 

4. Find a role that is appropriate for your age. Don’t read for an eighty-

year-old widow if you are a fifteen-year-old boy. There’s only so much that an 

audience can imagine. 

5. Leave the costumes and stage makeup at 

home. Your acting should embody the play, not 

your clothing. Don’t dress like the character from 

your monologue or from the show you are 

auditioning for. Your vision of the character may be 

different than the director’s vision. Don’t wear stage 

makeup; the director will be only a few feet away and 
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can see your expressions clearly. You can, however, give small references through 

your appearance. For example, if you are auditioning for Dorothy in Wizard of Oz, 

put your hair in pigtails, but don’t wear a checkerboard-print dress. 

6. Dress to impress. Wear nice, non-patterned clothing that you feel comfortable 

moving in. Casual clothing is fine, as long as it is not too wrinkled. That means no 

graphic print tee-shirts, overly formal clothing, complicated designs, loud patterns, 

or clothes that are too constricting, like pin-skirts or ties. Allow your performance to 

speak louder than your clothes. 

7. Familiarize yourself with your monologue. Ideally, memorize it. If you 

cannot memorize it in time, know it well enough that you can look up frequently 

from your piece of paper. Keeping your eyes glued to your monologue sheet gives a 

poor impression. 

Pro-tip: Wear the same clothing to callbacks to help 
the director easily recall who you are.
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8. The sandwich moment (in other words, start out your piece 

strong). Directors watch endless auditions, and performances start to blur 

together after awhile. Imagine they just watched hours of auditions, and it is time for 

them to eat lunch right as you come in. All they really care about is taking a bite from 

their delicious sandwich in front of them, and they aren’t even looking at you. Have 

such a strong start to your monologue that it forces them to put down their enticing 

sandwich and watch you in awe. 

9. Practice. Find a place you feel comfortable and practice your piece as if you were 

in the audition. It may sound like the obvious thing to do, but is surprisingly easy to 

neglect practicing enough. 

10. Be prepared to change your performance. During the audition, the 

director may ask you to perform your monologue again and incorporate their 
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suggestions. Be flexible and comfortable enough with your piece that you can change 

it accordingly. 

11. Keep on auditioning! The only way to get better is to do numerous auditions. 

Every audition will be a little bit different and they all help you learn.

Word to the wise: If a director does offer suggestions, that 
doesn’t mean you did a bad job. In fact you probably impressed 
them and they want to see what else you can do!


